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MEETING UPDATES:
New Meetings:
Tuesday’s Children located at 7119 U.S. 19,
Central Office Intergroup
meeting room, NPR, Tuesdays, 12 noon, OD.
Daily Reflection 7119
U.S. 19, NPR, Intergroup
meeting room, Mondays at
12 noon, OD.
Our Primary Purpose
7119 U. S. 19, NPR, Intergroup meeting room,
Wednesday, 12 noon, OD.
Young Sobriety 7119 U.
S. 19, NPR, Intergroup
meeting room, Saturday,
9:00 PM OD & Speaker
(alternating)
Meeting Change:
Living Sober Group: 4133
Thys Rd., NPR is changing
days from Friday to Thursday at 8 PM. OD.
Groups are needed to
host monthly unity meeting
held the 3rd Saturday of
the month. Contact: Roger,
Unity Coordinator, (727)
947-2509
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Step One

Through the years, I have
seen many come into the
rooms. Those who stay radiate something special. Many
who’ve slipped tearfully say
they can’t get the good feeling
back. They, at least, still have
a chance. Many never get
back. Some die. I give thanks
daily that I’ve been one of the
lucky ones.
Anonymous

Tradition One:
“Our common welfare
should come first; common
welfare depends on AA
unity.”
When we arrive at AA we
have a perception of life
based upon the various societies we come from. Our Big
Book describes us on pages
61 and 62 as “selfish & Self
centered”, thus our views are
usually skewed to “How will
that benefit me”?
As we have discussions on
any changes in our group,
Intergroup, districts, areas, or
general service office agendas, our first thought might
bed “how much is that going
to cost me, not “how will this
better serve those who are
yet to come.”
My first experience with a
group vote not going my was
the “Retaliation Reaction”.
My sponsor asked if I had
heard the term “King-Baby”. I
had, and I didn’t like what he
was implying. H asked if I
knew what unity was. Of
Course! I replied. When everyone agrees on an Idea.
NO! When everyone agrees
to “support” an idea as seen
by the majority (harmony).

As with most ideas I disagreed with I later saw how
the majority benefited.
By faith and by works we
have been able to build upon
the lessons of incredible experiences. They live today in
the Twelve Traditions of AA,
which, God willing, shall sustain us in unity for so long as
he may need us.
Twelve Steps and
Twelve Traditions
Pg. 131
Doug G.

‘About Those A.A.
Group Problems’
Just past the middle of “The
A.A. Group” pamphlet, at the
end of a section titled
“Principles Before Personalities,” the A.A. member or
group can find a few short
paragraphs subtitled
About Those A.A. Group
Problems. That section, on
pages 30 and 31, begins
with what more than one
A.A. member has found—at
first glance—to be a somewhat strange statement.
“Group problems are often
evidence of a healthy,
desirable diversity of opinion
among the group members.”
So group problems can be
healthy and desirable? How
can that be? That section
goes on to share that “They
give us a chance, in the
words of Step Twelve, to
‘practice these principles in
all our affairs.’ ”
We also read that “Group
problems may include such
common A.A. questions as:
What should the group do
about members who return
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to drinking? How can we
boost lagging attendance at
meetings? How can we get
more people to help with
group chores? What can we
do about one member’s
anonymity break, or another’s attempts to attract
the romantic interest of
newcomers? How can we
get out from under those old
-timers who insist they know
what’s best for the group?
And how can we get more
of the old-timers to share
their experience in resolving
group dilemmas?” Almost
every group problem can be
solved through the process
of an informed group conscience, A.A. principles, and
our Twelve Traditions.
Some groups find that their
G.S.R. or D.C.M. can be
helpful. For all involved, a
good sense of humor, cooling-off periods, patience,
courtesy, willingness to listen and to wait—plus a
sense of fairness and trust
in a ‘Power greater than
ourselves’—have been
found far more effective
than legalistic arguments or
personal accusations.”
Box 459
Winter Issue 2012
RESPONSIBILITY
DECLARATION

I am responsible. When
anyone,
anywhere,
reaches out for help, I
want the hand of AA always to be there. And for
that, I am responsible.

Treasurer’s Report
November 2012
Beginning Balance
…………………..$4,036.44
Income
…………………..$1,202.40
Expenses
…………………..$1,247.12
Ending Balance
…………………..$3,991.72

REPRESENTED
AT INTER-GROUP
DECEMBER 2012

Two or More
4th Dimension
Tropical Attitudes
Happier Hour
How Important Is It
Miracle Group
Life Recovery
Let’s Get Better
Together
New Life

Please Support
Your Central Office
Sunday Hotline Office
Staff for:
2 shifts daily Mon.-Fri.
10 AM - 1:30 PM
Or
1:30 PM– 5 PM 1 shift
Sat. 10 AM - 1 PM
And
Contact Central Office
for more information.
727-847-0777

HAPPY 25TH DISTRICT 15
As we celebrate 25 years of Love and
Service, let’s look at what Bill W.
wrote in the February 1961 Grapevine.
The Shape of Things to Come!

AA’s first quarter century is now
history. Our next twenty five years
lie in prospect before us. How, then,
can we make the most of this new
grant of time?
Perhaps our very first realization
should be that we can’t stand still.
Now that our basic principles seem
established, now that our functioning
is fairly effective and widespread, it
would be temptingly easy to settle
down as merely one more useful
agency on the world scene. We
could conclude that “AA is fine, just
the way it is.”
Yet how many of us, for example,
would presume to declare, “Well, I’m
sober and I’m happy.” “What more
can I want, or do? I’m fine the way I
am.” We know that the price of such
self-satisfaction is an inevitable
backslide punctuated at some point
by a very rude awakening. We have
to grow or else deteriorate. For us,
the “status quo” can only be for today, never for tomorrow. Change
we must; we cannot stand still.
Just how, then, can AA go on
changing for the better? Does this
mean that we are to tinker with our
basic principles? Should we try to
amend our Twelve Steps and
Twelve Traditions? Here the answer would seem to be “no.” Those
twenty-four principles have first liberated us, have then held us in
unity, and have enabled us to function and to grow as AA members,
and as a whole. Of course perfect
truth is surely something better understood by God than by any of us.
Nevertheless we have come to believe that AA’s recovery Steps and

Traditions do represent the approximate truths which we need for our
particular purpose. The more we
practice them, the more we like
them. So there is little doubt that AA
principles continue to be advocated
in the form they stand now.
So then, if our basics are so firmly
fixed as all this, what is there left to
change or to improve? The answer
will immediately occur to us. While
we need not alter our truths, we can
surely improve their application to
ourselves, to AA as a whole, and to
our relation with the world around
us. We can constantly step up “the
practice of these principles in all our
affairs.”
As we now enter upon the next
great phase of AA’s life, let us therefore re-dedicate ourselves to an
ever greater responsibility for our
general welfare. Let us continue to
take our inventory as a fellowship,
searching out our flaws and confessing them freely. Let us devote
ourselves to the repair of all faulty
relations that may exist, whether
within or without.
And above all, let us remember
that great legion who still suffer from
alcoholism and who are still without
hope. Let us at any cost or sacrifice, so improve our communication
with all these that they may find
what we have found— a new life of
freedom under God.
Bill W.
AA Grapevine February 1961
STILLNESS is a word that carries great
meaning when you know it to the depth of
what is offered. It is beyond our concepts of
'just being quiet'. STILLNESS is like tasting
Belgium chocolate for the first time... or seeing the absolute beauty in a dew drop…..
there's nothing to say... just smiling eyes
filled with wonder.
Marlise Karlin
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I am convinced that there is something wrong with my thinking; I have
always been a little bit off. As a child I
remember feeling like I could never
say the right thing at the right time, like
I always made the wrong decision. I
felt like there was something about life
that people just seemed to understand, that I did not. I am not sure how
much of that is actually true, but that
certainly does not discredit the fact
that I felt the way I did. Perception is
i n d e e d
'reality'.
As much as I
try to fight it, I
depend
on
meetings.
I
need them. Of course there are times
when I wish I didn't have to go to
meetings. Of course there are times
when I wish I could be like everyone
else, when I could have a drink without the consequences that are certain
to come upon me. The fact is... I CAN
NOT. God made me this way. He
made me with this spiritual malady
inside of me, and I thank Him for that.
God gave me this adversity so that I
can gain strength from it. Here is the
point: Without meetings, I slowly but
indefinably turn into a discontented,
irritable raging monster. I snap at people. I hold grudges over things that
really don't matter. Meetings are my
getaway. It gives me an hour to shut
off my restless racing mind. I can listen to someone else and relate, and it
makes me feel like I am not alone. I am
reminded that there are people all over
the world that feel the way that I feel.
Meetings are irreplaceable. Without
them, I am not in
touch with God because God uses
people like you to
speak to this alcoholic…... God Bless

there might be. And you know, Bill, it's a
queer thing, but even before I had done
all this, just as soon as I decided that I
would try with an open mind, it seemed
to me that my drinking problem was
lifted right out of me." - AA Comes of
Age, 58-59.

A. A. HISTORY CORNER
Bill's spiritual awakening that began
the process of Bill recognizing the
importance of carrying the message
of sobriety to other drunks in order
to stay sober himself.
Ebby Thatcher, an old drinking
buddy, now sober, had visited Bill in
his kitchen in November 1934, had
explained the Oxford Group teachings to Bill, who was drinking at the
time, and planted the seed that
would grow into Alcoholics Anonymous. What Ebby conveyed to Bill is
the basis of what we know today as
the 12 Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous."I learned that I had to admit I
was licked; I learned that I ought to
take stock of myself and confess my
defects to another person in confidence; I learned that I needed to
make restitution for the harm I had
done others. I was told I ought to
practice the kind of giving that has
no price tag on it, the giving of myself to somebody. Now, I know you
are going to gag on this, they taught
me to pray to whatever God I
thought there was for the power to
carry out these simple precepts. And
if I did not believe there was any
God, then I had better try the experiment of praying to whatever God
HAPPIER HOUR

And now, a few weeks later, Bill found
himself once again in the hospital for
alcoholism, totally inebriated and helpless, suffering through the barbiturate
and belladonna "purge and puke" treatment of that day for drying out a drunk.
He had been in bed a short while he
heard the doctor talking to Lois by the
door, saying that if her husband came
out of this episode and did drink again,
he did not honestly believe he would
live six months. When he heard these
words he was immediately carried back
to his talk with his friend Ebby and could
not dismiss the idea that although Ebby
might be batty with religion, he was sober and he was happy. He kept turning
this over in his mind, in a mild delirium,
and came to a vague conclusion that
maybe Ebby did have something in a
man's helping others in order to get
away from his own obsessions and
problems. On his second day at Towns,
Ebby, still sober, visited Bill, once again
laying out what he had previously told
Bill, then left. Struggling with his helplessness and his ego, sinking into

NOON HIGH

a deep depression of incomprehensible demoralization,
Bill finally surrendered the evening of the 14th, and the Spiritual Experience occurred, freeing not only Bill from the grips
of Alcoholism, but countless
millions of us down through the
years to the present day. The
following day, Ebby brought
Bill a copy of William James'
Varieties of Religious Experience and Bill devoured it, discovering the answer to, and
significance of, his Spiritual
Experience. Complete hopelessness, deflation at depth,
and total surrender to a Power
that none of us understand,
and then it happens! The result
of One Alcoholic talking to Another! The carrying of the 12th
Step Message! That without
each other, without continued
surrender to our Higher Power,
without continued practice of
the Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous. we are doomed to

insanity,
incarceration
and death! There is no reprieve through our own
will power!

AA WAY

LIVING SOBER STUDY GROUP

DAVE ………………………..25 MARILYN ………………..13

KEVIN H……………………….24 DEBORAH B………………….17

NATALIA R…………………17 CAMIE H……………………….2 KIM ………………………….22 KIS WOMEN’S
RON L………………………….8 HOW IMPORTANT IS IT

BACK TO BASICS

EILEEN E………………..43

BUCK L………………………...6 DIANA K……………………..5

JAY …………………………..1

KATHY M………………...33

WHY IT WORKS

DIANNE

RUSTY K……………………...3

TROPICAL

LORI F………………………...2

MARGIE R…………………….31 CAMMIE …………………...2

LISA S…………………………….2

TOM M……………………………25

ATTITUDES

D………………..4

IF YOU DO NOT SEE YOUR GROUP LISTED WE DO NOT HAVE YOUR INFORMATION PLEASE HAVE A MEMBER OF YOUR GROUP FORWARD YOUR ANNIVERSARY LIST TO: SUBJECT ANNIVERSARIES IGU50@YAHOO.COM
THIS LIST IS ONLY AS GOOD AS THE
THE INFORMATION PROVIDED
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

April 26-28, 2013: Spring Fling, Weekend with Bob &
Sandy, 475 Seagate Drive, Naples, FL 888-722-1267;
Waldorf Astoria; presented by Bob B., St. Paul, MN &
Sandy B., Tampa, FL

Non AA Events listed here are presented solely as a
service to readers, not as an endorsement by the
Newsletter Committee or General Service Office. For any
additional information, please use the addresses
provided.

May 24-27, 2013: Summer Kickoff Classic, St. Petersburg, FL. Speakers, workshops, entertainment, Hilton St.
Petersburg Carillon Park. Info & updates summerkickoffclassic@verizon.net

Items and Ideas on Area Gatherings for A.A.s—
Jan. 5: District 15 Treatment Committee, noon, A Club.
Join & carry the message into hospitals, detox & ACTS.
Female members acutely needed.

July 24-28, 2013: 57th Florida State Convention, 225
East Coastline Drive, Jacksonville, FL, 32202,
http://57.flstateconvention.com

Jan. 9: WPTSAA Intergroup meeting, 6:30 pm, Central
Office, 7121 US 19, NPR. Send a representative of
your group.

Elsewhere Around the Globe

Jan. 11-13: Area 15 Assembly, District 5, Hyatt Regency, Sarasota, FL. district15chair@area15aa.org

Jan. 18-20, 2013: Annapolis, MD, Intergroup Convention, with Al-Anon participation. Speakers will include
Sandy B., of Tampa. www.annapolisareaintergroup.org
for details.

Jan. 19: District 15 Corrections & Public Info/-CPC
Committees both meet at noon at A Club and need
members.

Feb. 22-24, 2013: Fifth Annual Cayman Islands
Roundup, Sobriety in the Sun, South Sound Community Center, Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands, Speakers:
Bob D. and Kent C. from Las Vegas, NV. For info:
caymanroundup@gmail.com

Jan. 19: Unity Meeting, 7 PM Redeemer Community
church, 9230 Ridge Rd. NPR, 1 mile E. of Little Rd., S.
side. Host: Hoot N Holler . Two speakers, fellowship,
snacks. Doors open at 6:30.

Jun. 27-30: Fellowship of the Spirit Conference, four
day conference focused on the 12 steps, located in Copper Mountain, CO, more info, http://www.fots.com

Jan. 15: District 15 Committee meeting, 6:30 pm, Community Congregational Church, 6533 Circle, Blvd., NPR.
Come & learn. Each group should be represented. All
AAs welcome.

Sept. 6-8, 2013: Sisters by the Sea, Waldorf Astoria,
Naples, 475 Seagate Drive, Speaker Meetings, Open
Discussion Meeting, Workshops, Ask It Basket, featuring
Polly P. from Jacksonville, FL. Info: Peggy 239-2697654.

Jan. 26 Pasco Big Book monthly Eating Meeting at 7
pm, followed by member anniversaries speakers meeting
at 8 pm. Edna Ave. Club, 7137 Edna Ave., Hudson.
“Bring a dish if you can.”

The Newsletter Committee is soliciting info about any AA
Activities; group events, dances, picnics etc.
Submit info by 20th of the month prior to publication to:
dantico18@gmail.com
Subject: Newsletter
Or deliver or mail to
Attn: Newsletter Editor
West Pasco/Tarpon Springs Intergroup
7121 US 19
New Port Richey, Fl. 34652
(727) 847-0777

Future Events
March 1-3, 2013: Suwannee Big Book Weekend, The
Conference and Retreat Center, Dowling Park, Fl. In
depth study of the first one-hundred sixty four pgs. Of the
Big Book. David Hollister 727-204-6444/
suwaneebigbook@yahoo.com
March 15-17, 2013: Annual Sober stock, three days of
meetings, workshops, music and free food in a camping
setting, 16901 Boy Scout Rd. Odessa,
FL .hthtp//.soberstock.com
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Please keep in mind the seventh tradition: Every A. A. group ought to be fully self supporting, declining outside contributions.
That means Central Office is supported by your group contributions. Thanks for your support!
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